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Spelling strategies

Look, say, cover,
wite.

This is probably the most commeon strateqy used to leam spelings.

Lok first kook at the whole word carsfully and if there is one part of the word
that is difficult, look: at that part in more detail.

Say: say the word as you look at i, using different ways of pronouncing it if
that will make i mare memarable.

Cover: cover the word.

Wirite: write the word frorn memory, saying the word as you do so.

Check: Hawe you got it ight? I yes, 1r!.r wiriting it sgain and again! If not, start
again — ook, =3y, cover, write, check

Trace, rt::t:-pljI and
{ald then check)

This 5 a similar kzarming process to ook, say, cover, write, check’ but is sbout
developing swtomaticity and muscle memaorny.

Write the word out on a sheet of papsr ensuring that it is spelt comecthy and it
i large encugh to trace over. Trace ower the word and say it at the same time.
Ilowe necdt to the word you have just written and write it out 35 you =3y it. Tem
the paps over and write the word 35 you say it, and then check that you hawve
spelt it cormecty.

|f this is easy, do the same process for two different words at the same time.
Cince you hawve written all your words this way and feel confident, miss out the
tracing and copying or the tracing slone and just write the words.

Drawing an image
around the word

This strategy i all about making 3 word mamorable. |t Enks to meaning in
order o try to make the spelling noticesbls.

“fou can't use this mathod a5 your main methed of leaming spellings, but i
might work on those that ars just 3 litthe more dificalt to remember.

Segmentation

The sglitting of 3 word nto its constifuent phonemes in the correct order to
suppart spelling.

Words without
vowels

This strategy s us=ful where the vowel choices are the challenge in the words.

Wirite the words without the vowels and pupils have to choose the comect
prapheme to put in the space. For example, for the word fieid

f Id

Writing the words linked to the teaching focus with speed and fluency. The aim
is to write 35 many words as possible within a time constraint.

Pugils can write words provided by the teacher or generate their own
examples. For example, in two minutes write a5 many words a5 possible with
the i phaneme.

This can be turned info a variety of compstitive games including working in
teams and developing relay race approaches.

Dirawing around
the word to show
the shape

Ciraww around the words msking 3 clear distinchion in size whers there ars
ascenders and descenders. Look carefully a1 the shape of the word and the
letters in esch bow. Mow try towrite the word making sure that you get the
same shape.

Pyramid words

This method of keaming wards forces vou o think of each |etter separateh:

P
F¥
p¥r
pyra
pyram
pyrami
pyramid

“fou can then reverse the process so that you end up with a diamond.

Orther sirategies

Crther methods can include:

= Rainbow writing. Using colowred pencils in different ways can help to make
parts of words memorable. You could highlight the tricky part s of the word
orwrite the tricky part in a different colour. Youw could also write 2ach letter
in a different colour, or write the word in red, then overlsy in orange, yellow
and so an.

= Making up mermorablz “silly sentencas” containing the word

= Saying the word in a funny way — for exarngple, pronouncing the “silent’
letters in a waord

= Clapping and counting to identify the syllables in 3 word.




accommodate
accompany
according
achieve
aggressive
amateur
ancient
apparent
appreciate
attached
available
average
awkward
bargain

bruise

Year 5 and 6 Word list

category determined forty marvellous programme soldier
cemetery develop frequently mischievous pronunciation stomach
committee dictionary government muscle queue sufficient
communicate disastrous guarantee necessary recognise suggest
community embarrass harass neighbour recommend symbol
competition environment hindrance nuisance relevant system
conscience equipment identity occupy restaurant temperature
conscious equipped immediate occur rhyme thorough
controversy especially immediately opportunity rhythm twelfth
convenience exaggerate individual parliament sacrifice variety
correspond excellent interfere persuade secretary vegetable
criticise existence interrupt physical shoulder vehicle
curiosity explanation language prejudice signature yacht
definite familiar leisure privilege sincere
desperate foreign lightning profession sincerely




accident

accidentally

actual
actually
address
answer
appear
arrive
believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy
business

calendar

caught
centre
century
certain
circle
complete
consider
continue
decide
describe
different
difficult
disappear
early
earth

eight

Year 3 and & Word list

eighth
enough
exercise
experience
experiment
extreme
famous
favourite
February
forward
forwards
fruit
grammar
group
guard
guide

heard
heart
height
history
imagine
increase
important
interest
island
knowledge
learn
length
library
material
medicine

mention

minute
natural
naughty
notice

occasion

occasionally

often
opposite
ordinary
particular

peculiar
perhaps
popular
position
possess

possession

possible
potatoes
pressure
probably
promise
purpose
quarter
question
recent
reqular
reign
remember
sentence
separate
special

straight

strange
strength
suppose
surprise
therefore
though
although
thought
through
various
weight
woman

women



