






What do humpback whales look like? What do humpback whales eat?

• Up to 19 metres long.

• Dark grey or black in colour with white patches on their 

stomach.

• Long, strong fins which they use for swimming, turning and 

leaping out of the water.

• Blowhole to breathe and squirt water out of.

• Females are bigger than males.

• Known for eating small fish, krill, salmon, herring and other 

small prey.

• They don’t have teeth.

• Swallows its food whole.

• Hunt and feed during the summer months in cold water.

• Work in groups to hunt.

• Make loud noises and slap their fins to scare their prey.

Where do humpback whales live? Who do humpback whales live with?

• They migrate around the world.

• Live in all of the world’s major oceans.

• Summer = colder places looking for 

food.

• Winter = warmer places to look after 

their offspring.

• Can swim up to 11,000 miles.

• Travel alone or in pods of 2 or 3.

• Communicate using loud moans, whines and howls.

• They also communicate by lunging, tail slapping and 

breaching water.

• Work in teams to hunt prey.

• Sing whale songs that can be heard many miles 

away.

• A song lasts around 20 minutes.

• Calves (baby whales) stay with their mum for 

around a year.
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