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Our Home Learning policy is based on government guidelines which emphasize the importance of homework and how it can help your child to learn, rather than focusing on the amount of time it may take. However the guidelines do also say how much time pupils might reasonably be expected to spend on homework. While many parents believe that homework is important and valuable, some feel that we do not set enough homework and others feel that there is too much! At Woodloes Primary School, we prefer to call this addition studying Home Learning. The amount and type of home learning we set is at a level which most teachers feel is reasonable and does not exceed the Department for Education and Science’s guidelines.

Although home learning is not a statutory requirement, home learning partnerships with parents, carers and pupils can extend high quality learning experiences beyond the limits of the school day. They also provide opportunities for parents and carers to take part in their children’s education. At Woodloes Primary School we believe that the early sharing of ideas between school, parents and carers promotes a culture of inclusive learning where all involved are partners in the learning process. This is likely to raise both expectations and standards. Our policy was developed following consultation with parents; teachers and governors but is currently under review.
Foundation Stage (Saplings and Reception)

Parents are sometimes surprised that such young children receive home learning. However, the activities given are simple and fun to do with the family and help the children learn important skills in an enjoyable way. Regular reading is encouraged and makes a huge difference to the development of this important and enjoyable activity.
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Key Stage 1

For children in Key Stage 1, developing a partnership with parents or carers and involving them actively in children’s learning is the key purpose and the activities children do at home may not be described by schools as home learning.
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 Short activities of different kinds of simple games, learning spellings and number facts and, of course, reading together provide a very important opportunity for young children to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult, and to practise key skills in a supportive environment e.g. Mathletics.

Key Stage 2

As children get older home learning provides an opportunity for children to develop the skills of independent studying, and this should increasingly become its main purpose. This includes short activities and longer ‘project type’ activities. It is important that children should gradually get into the habit of regularly devoting periods of time, which may not be long, to study on their own. By the time children reach Year 6 their homework programme will cover a wide range of tasks and curriculum content, with a regular weekly schedule and the children identifying their next steps in their learning at home. This approach will benefit their learning and also ensure that, in relation to home learning as much as to other aspects, their transition to Year 7/secondary school is as smooth as possible.

All the home learning activities prepared for the children are linked to work currently being undertaken at school and are planned to support and reinforce important learning. The main focus of which will be Literacy and Mathematics. We believe that children who regularly read to and with parents benefit by gaining confidence and fluency as readers. Reading for pleasure from a variety of authors is an important activity for all children and should be actively encouraged by all parents. Similarly, number facts learnt and practised at home will help benefit mathematical development. 

	Our Home learning tasks include:-

· Learning Spellings and Times Tables,

· Mathematical Investigations,

· Regular Reading and,

· Topic - linked project homework set each term that will be shared with the rest of the class on completion
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In addition, from January to May, year 2 and 6 children will be set practice test papers / tasks to help them prepare for the SATs. 
